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Question:

My client called a broker on line to get info a home. Although he and | have a long history, |
did not have a current Buyer Broker Contract and he did not call me to open the door to the
home. Of course, the Broker had him sign a contract. My client signed a contract with this
Broker for 365 days. The client told me that he said he could "transfer” the contract to me
when my client told him that he had an agent. The Broker and | talked and we agreed to a
referral. My question is - can | change the terms of the overriding contract that my client
signed. For instance, the original contract has 5 apples for compensation. | would go to 3
apples in some instances, which would be a change in that original form. Can | do that?

Answer:

Buyer and new broker can enter any buyer brokerage services agreement with any tferms they
want.There is no assignment of the original BBSA from one firm to the other. Instead, what
should be happening is that the first firm terminates the BBSA with buyer and releases buyer
from all liability under the first BBSA while simultaneously entering a referral agreement with the
new BB's firm. Then, buyer and new BB's firm should enter a BBSA reflective of the terms of
agreement they want.

The Legal Hotline Lawyer does not represent Washington REALTORS® or its members. The advice contained herein does not constitute
legal counsel. To browse through our database of past Q&A'’s, visit warealtor.org/legal-hotline. Attorney Annie Fitzsimmons writes the
Legal Hotline Question and Answer of the Week. This is a WR members-only benefit so you will be prompted to log in with your M1
number and password. Your Designated Broker is cc’d on Legal Hotline inquiries.
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