LEGAL HOTLINE Q&A

FROM GET THE FACTS, February 20,2024

Question:

What happens if a buyer refuses to sign the Buyer Agency Agreement even after lengthy
explanation of the law requirement and benefits to the buyer? Is the Broker barred from working
with the buyer? Would a signed disclosure from the buyer stating that they were presented with the
Buyer Agency Agreement but are refusing fo sign it suffice?

Answer:

A broker is prohibited from providing residential RE Brokerage Services to a consumer without a
brokerage services agreement signed by the consumer. A disclosure signed by buyer does not
satisfy Washington law. If residential buyer refuses to sign an agreement, broker may not provide
services to the buyer. The agreement may be exclusive or non-exclusive, it can be for a short
duration and it can cover only the properties shown by broker to buyer. But, if the residential buyer
refuses to sign an agency agreement even if it is narrowly tailored, then broker cannot show
properties to buyer ... and it is not clear why broker would want o do so. If broker narrowly tailors an
agency agreement and residential buyer still refuses o sign, that may mean that buyer has no
infention of creating a situation where broker will be compensated in exchange for broker's
provision of RE Brokerage Services.
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