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Do you have questions about infection prevention and
control that are eating you alive? Connect with Georgia
Project Firstline and learn about best practices in
infection prevention and available resources.

Congratulations to the Region E Project Firstline team.
Health care partner Shannon Porterfield has achieved
certification in infection prevention! Certification
demonstrates knowledge of core infection prevention
domains and principles. Shannon was also sponsored by
Georgia Project Firstline to attend an infection prevention
conference to enhance her knowledge.

Education

CDC Project Firstline provides free infection prevention education. This education is designed for
the frontline health care worker.
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Environmental Services (EVS) professionals are often required to clean and disinfect rooms in which vari-
ous infectious agents are present: Clostridioides difficile, Candida aurus, SARS-CoV-2, tuberculosis and
many more. The role of EVS professionals in frontline health care is often overlooked, and they often do
not have access to the same education that other frontline workers have about pathogens and proper in-
fection control practices. In this Stories of Care episode, Pam Toppel, the Manager of Environmental
Services and Linen for OSF HealthCare, discusses the key role of EVS in infection prevention and control,

and how COVID brought their important work to the forefront.

Partners in Care: Environmental Services on the Front Line of Infection Prevention and Control



https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/projectfirstline/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/projectfirstline/healthcare/educational-materials.html
https://edhub.ama-assn.org/cdc-project-firstline/audio-player/18789462?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2104-DM108484&ACSTrackingLabel=Check%20out%20the%20latest%20from%20Project%20Firstline%20Partners%20%E2%80%93%20July%20Update&deliveryName=USCDC_2104-DM108484
https://www.ghc911.org/project-firstline-information/
https://www.ghc911.org/project-firstline-information/
https://apic.org/news/annual-conference-news-releases-2/
https://apic.org/news/annual-conference-news-releases-2/

Meet the Georgia Project Firstline Teams for Region B and E

Infection Preventionist: Sandy Bozarth, MSN, RN, CIC (sandy.bozarth@nghs.com)

Region B Coalition Coordinator: Luke Anderson
Region B Coalition Facilitator: Donna Sue Campbell

Region E Coalition Coordinator: Kimberly Miller
Region E Coalition Facilitator: Elisabeth Wilson

“Though I wasn't able to always be present for the group meeting, I thought it was very helpful
to review the questions and rationale that was sent out after each meeting. I felt welcomed by
the group and the support offered to us!”

Shannon Porterfield, BSN, RN, CIC
Piedmont Athens Regional

Peggy McGee, BSN, RN, CIC
GHA Infection Prevention & Control Education Coalition Coordinator
pmcgee@gha.org
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